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STATEMENT 
from the Premier 
Date. ..Nov.amber... 8.*... 1.9.7.6.... 
Embargo 
State Administration Centre, 
Victoria Square, Adelaide, 
South Australia 5001 
227 2688 
BUILDING AND CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
^ ^ a t e m e n t s about the South A u s t r a l i a n b u i l d i n g i n d u s t r y by the F e d e r a l 
^ m n i s t e r f o r Hous ing and C o n s t r u c t i o n , Mr. McLeay, were i r r e s p o n s i b l e and 
i n a c c u r a t e , the P r e m i e r , Mr. Dunstan , s a i d t o d a y . 
"Mr. McLeay says South A u s t r a l i a i s l a g g i n g i n b u i l d i n g and c o n s t r u c t i o n work: 
i n f a c t the s i t u a t i o n i s q u i t e the o p p o s i t e . 
"The b u i l d i n g and c o n s t r u c t i o n i n d u s t r y i n South A u s t r a l i a i s work ing more 
c l o s e l y to i t s f u l l c a p a c i t y than i n any o t h e r S t a t e . 
"Unemployment f i g u r e s , f o r example , show t h a t of 33,000 s k i l l e d b u i l d i n g 
workers i n South A u s t r a l i a , o n l y 199 (0 .86 p e r c e n t o f the w o r k f o r c e ) are 
unemployed. 
"Compare those f i g u r e s to the n a t i o n a l s i t u a t i o n where 9 ,088 p e o p l e i n a 
s k i l l e d w o r k f o r c e o f 364,000 are unemployed, a n a t i o n a l r a t e of 2 .4 p e r c e n t -
^ f m o s t t h r e e t imes as h i g h . 
"The i n d u s t r y i n some o t h e r S t a t e s i s i n an even more p a r l o u s c o n d i t i o n than 
those n a t i o n a l f i g u r e s i n d i c a t e . 
"As an example o f Mr. M c L e a y ' s i n a c c u r a c i e s , he says A d e l a i d e has the h i g h e s t 
water r a t e s i n A u s t r a l i a . Once a g a i n the s i t u a t i o n i s c o m p l e t e l y d i f f e r e n t . 
"Water and sewerage r a t e s i n A d e l a i d e are lower than those f o r comparable 
p r o p e r t i e s i n M e l b o u r n e , Sydney or P e r t h . Sydney has a minimum water and 
sewerage r a t e f o r a l l p r o p e r t i e s o f $106, y e t a smal l (low v a l u e ) home in 
A d e l a i d e would pay o n l y $50 f o r s i m i l a r r a t e s . 
" M o r e o v e r , A d e l a i d e water and sewerage r a t e s are e q u a l i s e d , so t h a t p r o p e r t i e s 
o f equal v a l u e pay as near as p o s s i b l e the same r a t e s i r r e s p e c t i v e of suburb 
or l o c a t i o n . 
"Another f a l l a c y which Mr. McLeay a t tempts to pedd le i s t h a t the S t a t e 
Government, i n h i s words , ' a t t e m p t s to do most of the work i t s e l f by 
employ ing day l a b o u r on a permanent c a s u a l b a s i s . 1 
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BUILDING AND CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
S t a t e m e n t s about the South A u s t r a l i a n b u i l d i n g i n d u s t r y by the F e d e r a l 
^ n i s t e r f o r Hous ing and C o n s t r u c t i o n , Mr. McLeay , were i r r e s p o n s i b l e and 
i n a c c u r a t e , the P r e m i e r , Mr. D u n s t a n , s a i d t o d a y . 
"Mr. McLeay says South A u s t r a l i a i s l a g g i n g i n b u i l d i n g and c o n s t r u c t i o n work: 
i n f a c t the s i t u a t i o n i s q u i t e the o p p o s i t e , 
i 
"The b u i l d i n g and c o n s t r u c t i o n i n d u s t r y i n South A u s t r a l i a i s w o r k i n g more 
c l o s e l y to i t s f u l l c a p a c i t y than i n . a n y o t h e r S t a t e . 
"Unemployment f i g u r e s , f o r e x a m p l e , show t h a t o f 33 ,000 s.ki-11ed b u i l d i n g 
workers i n South A u s t r a l i a , o n l y 199 ( 0 . 8 6 p e r c e n t o f the w o r k f o r c e ) are 
unemployed. 
"Compare t h o s e f i g u r e s to the n a t i o n a l s i t u a t i o n where 9 , 0 8 8 p e o p l e i n a 
s k i l l e d w o r k f o r c e o f 364,000 are unemployed , a n a t i o n a l r a t e o f 2 .4 p e r c e n t -
^^^most t h r e e t imes as h i g h . 
"The i n d u s t r y i n some o t h e r S t a t e s i s i n an even more p a r l o u s c o n d i t i o n than 
t h o s e n a t i o n a l f i g u r e s i n d i c a t e . 
"As an example o f Mr. M c L e a y ' s i n a c c u r a c i e s , he says A d e l a i d e has the h i g h e s t 
water r a t e s i n A u s t r a l i a . Once a g a i n the s i t u a t i o n i s c o m p l e t e l y d i f f e r e n t . 
"Water and sewerage r a t e s i n A d e l a i d e are lower than t h o s e f o r comparab le 
p r o p e r t i e s i n M e l b o u r n e , Sydney or P e r t h . Sydney has a minimum water and 
sewerage r a t e f o r a l l p r o p e r t i e s o f $106, y e t a s m a l l ( low v a l u e ) home i n 
A d e l a i d e would pay o n l y $50 f o r s i m i l a r r a t e s . 
" M o r e o v e r , A d e l a i d e water and sewerage r a t e s are e q u a l i s e d , so t h a t p r o p e r t i e s 
o f equal v a l u e pay as near as p o s s i b l e the same r a t e s i r r e s p e c t i v e o f suburb 
o r l o c a t i o n . 
" A n o t h e r f a l l a c y which Mr. McLeay a t tempts to p e d d l e i s t h a t the S t a t e 
Government , i n h i s w o r d s , ' a t t e m p t s to do most o f the work i t s e l f by 
e m p l o y i n g day l a b o u r on a permanent c a s u a l b a s i s . ' 
\ 
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" I f Mr. McLeay would check h i s f a c t s , he would see t h a t the S t a t e Government 
l e t s much of i t s work to p r i v a t e t e n d e r . To take one example, the P u b l i c 
B u i l d i n g s Department , the G o v e r n m e n t s c o n s t r u c t i o n agency , g i v e s 80 p e r c e n t 
of i t s work to p r i v a t e c o n t r a c t o r s and only 20 p e r c e n t i s undertaken by the 
Department i t s e l f . 
"In h i s attempt to c r i t i c i s e a n y t h i n g which i s South A u s t r a l i a n , Mr. McLeay 
makes the s tatement t h a t the Land Commission has not produced land more 
cheap ly than p r i v a t e d e v e l o p e r s . 
"Once a g a i n , Mr. McLeay shou ld seek out the t r u t h b e f o r e making these c l a i m s . 
f l o c k s of land s o l d by the Commission are g e n e r a l l y 10 p e r c e n t cheaper than 
^ o s e o f f e r e d by p r i v a t e d e v e l o p e r s , and the Land Commission has ensured t h a t 
the p r i c e of r e s i d e n t i a l land in A d e l a i d e has been s t a b i l i s e d . E x c l u d i n g c o s t 
of l i v i n g i n d e x a t i o n , the c o s t of Commission land i n A d e l a i d e has not 
i n c r e a s e d over the past t h r e e y e a r s , compared with the very g r e a t i n c r e a s e i n 
land p r i c e s i n o t h e r S t a t e s . 
"The b u i l d i n g and c o n s t r u c t i o n i n d u s t r y i n South A u s t r a l i a has not been 
a f f e c t e d by the p o l i c i e s of Mr. McLeay 's Government as much as the b u i l d i n g 
and c o n s t r u c t i o n i n d u s t r y i n o t h e r S t a t e s . 
"Companies are s t i l l o p e r a t i n g at or near c a p a c i t y and people are s t i l l 
employed - a very marked c o n t r a s t to the r e s t of A u s t r a l i a . 
"The reason why we are i n a b e t t e r s i t u a t i o n i s t h a t the South A u s t r a l i a n 
'^^vernment has suppor ted the c o n s t r u c t i o n i n d u s t r y by us ing a l l our loan 
money f o r c a p i t a l works. In f a c t , we have used a lmost $18 m i l l i o n of our 
revenue s u r p l u s to put more money i n t o schoo l b u i l d i n g , h o s p i t a l 
c o n s t r u c t i o n and road works . T h i s money has g iven the p r i v a t e c o n s t r u c t i o n 
and b u i l d i n g i n d u s t r y a boost which has enab led i t to keep up i t s l e v e l o f 
o p e r a t i o n s . I f the Government had not done t h i s , the i n d u s t r y would have 
been very much worse o f f and many more people would be w i t h o u t work. 
"Mr. McLeay 's s tatements are m i s l e a d i n g and m i s c h i e v o u s . He i s so 
obsessed wi th c r i t i c i s i n g the South A u s t r a l i a n Government t h a t he now 
a t t a c k s us f o r not c r e a t i n g unemployment. 
"Mr. McLeay 's Government has a p o l i c y of d e l i b e r a t e l y p u t t i n g people out of 
work, but South A u s t r a l i a w i l l not f o l l o w t h a t p o l i c y " . 
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" I f Mr. McLeay would check h i s f a c t s , he would see that the S t a t e Government 
l e t s much of i t s work to p r i v a t e t e n d e r . To take one example, the P u b l i c 
B u i l d i n g s Department, the Government^ c o n s t r u c t i o n agency, g i v e s 80 percent 
of i t s work to p r i v a t e c o n t r a c t o r s and only 20 percent i s undertaken by the 
Department i t s e l f . 
"In h is attempt to c r i t i c i s e anyth ing which i s South A u s t r a l i a n , Mr. McLeay 
makes the statement t h a t the Land Commission has not produced land more 
cheaply than p r i v a t e d e v e l o p e r s . 
"Once a g a i n , Mr. McLeay shou ld seek out the t r u t h b e f o r e making these c l a i m s . 
f l o c k s of land s o l d by the Commission are g e n e r a l l y 10 percent cheaper than 
those o f f e r e d by p r i v a t e d e v e l o p e r s , and the Land Commission has ensured t h a t 
the p r i c e of r e s i d e n t i a l land in A d e l a i d e has been s t a b i l i s e d . E x c l u d i n g c o s t 
of l i v i n g i n d e x a t i o n , the c o s t of Commission land i n A d e l a i d e has not 
i n c r e a s e d over the past three y e a r s , compared with the very great i n c r e a s e in 
land p r i c e s i n o ther S t a t e s . 
"The b u i l d i n g and c o n s t r u c t i o n i n d u s t r y i n South A u s t r a l i a has not been 
a f f e c t e d by the p o l i c i e s of Mr. McLeay's Government as much as the b u i l d i n g 
and c o n s t r u c t i o n i n d u s t r y i n o ther S t a t e s . 
"Companies are s t i l l o p e r a t i n g at or near c a p a c i t y and people are s t i l l 
employed - a very marked c o n t r a s t to the r e s t of A u s t r a l i a . 
"The reason why we are in a b e t t e r s i t u a t i o n i s t h a t the South A u s t r a l i a n 
J^vernment has supported the c o n s t r u c t i o n i n d u s t r y by us ing a l l our loan 
money f o r c a p i t a l works. In f a c t , we have used almost $18 m i l l i o n of our 
revenue s u r p l u s to put more money i n t o school b u i l d i n g , h o s p i t a l 
c o n s t r u c t i o n and road works. T h i s money has g iven the p r i v a t e c o n s t r u c t i o n 
and b u i l d i n g i n d u s t r y a boost which has enabled i t to keep up i t s l e v e l of 
o p e r a t i o n s . I f the Government had not done t h i s , the i n d u s t r y would have 
been very much worse o f f and many more people would be w i t h o u t work. 
"Mr. McLeay's statements are m i s l e a d i n g and m i s c h i e v o u s . He i s so 
obsessed with c r i t i c i s i n g the South A u s t r a l i a n Government t h a t he now 
a t t a c k s us f o r not c r e a t i n g unemployment. 
"Mr. McLeay's Government has a p o l i c y of d e l i b e r a t e l y p u t t i n g people out of 
work, but South A u s t r a l i a w i l l not f o l l o w t h a t p o l i c y " . 
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